Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Atty Docket No. Q77827 

U.S. Appln. No. 10/681,092 

REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for considering the references cited with the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed on October 9, 2003. 

Applicant aiso thanks the Examiner for knowledge in the claim for priority under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 19 and receipt of a certified copy of the priority document. 

Claims 1-7, 9, 10, 13, 15 and 16 have been amended for clarity. Applicant respectfully 
submits that no new matter has been added. 
Claim Rejections 

Claims 1-3. 7. 8 and 17-21 

Claims 1-3, 7, 8 and 17-21 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0046663 to Yokoi ("Yokoi"). Applicant 
traverses this rejection. 

Yokoi does not disclose or suggest at least a facing portion which aligns the postal items 
so that their stamp sides face the same direction, as recited in claim 1 . As disclosed by figure 10 
of Yokoi, the stamp identifying section 104 has standard patterns corresponding to a variety of 
affixed stamp orientations of 0°, 90°, 180°, 270° and angles there between which are previously 
stored in the memory section 109. However, in all cases, Yokoi discloses detecting the stamps 
that are affixed in different locations on the one side of the postal item. Thus, Yokoi does not 
disclose or suggest a facing portion which aligns the stamp sides to face the same direction. On 
the other hand, as claimed by Applicant, the facing portion aligns the postal items such that the 
sides to which the stamps are affixed face the same direction. 
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Since Yokoi merely discloses detecting the position of a stamp at various locations on the 
same side of a postal item, rather than aligning the postal items such that the stamp sides face the 
same direction as set forth in the claims, it would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to align the postal items so that their stamp sides face the 
same direction based on Yokoi's disclosure. 

Therefore, claim 1 is patentable over Yokoi. Claim 2 contains features similar to the 
features recited in claim 1 and is therefore patentable for similar reasons. Claims 3, 7, 8 and 17- 
21 which depend from claim 1 are patentable at least by virtue of their dependence. 

Claims 4-6 and 9-16 

Claims 4-6 and 9-16 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Yokoi in view of U.S. Pat. No. 3,038,607 to Eckert Jr. ("Eckert"). Applicant 
traverses this rejection. 

The combination of Yokoi and Eckert does not disclose or suggest at least a facing 
portion which aligns the postal items so that their stamp sides face the same direction, as 
incorporated into claims 4-6 and 9-16 by virtue of their dependence from claim 1. As 
established above, Yokoi does not disclose or suggest the above-noted features. Eckert does not 
cure the deficiencies of Yokoi. 

Eckert discloses an apparatus which cancels stamps which are located on the lower edges 
of letters, regardless of the side of the letters on which the stamps are located (column 1, lines 
24-41). Based on stamp position, letters are sorted into stacks which can then be manually 
aligned (column 1, lines 49-59). Thus, Eckert does not disclose or suggest the stamp side 
alignment features deficient in Yokoi. 
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Therefore, even if one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made had 

been motivated to combine the references, the combination would still not result in the features 

claimed by Applicant. Thus, claims 4-6 and 9-16 are patentable over the combination of Yokoi 

and Eckert. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: April 25, 2007 
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